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Cremation

were afterward made, the history of \\hich
is obscure The Western churches in the 6th
century added a phrase (iilwqii?} to denote
that the spirit proceeds not from the Father
only, but also from the Son This led to the
secession in the East, from vihich the Greek
Church was formed The creed in the lituigies
diffeis somewhat from that of the councils.
The Athanasian Creed is not the work of
Athanasius. It was formerly attributed to the
end of the Sth century, but is now assigned
to the $th century. Consult Green's The
Christian Creed and the Creeds of Christen-
dom.

Creek, etymological!}* cognate with crook,
denotes any deflection from the straight line,
and specifically, in ph}**ical geography, an
inlet of any large sheet of water. In North
America and Australia small rivers are fre-
quently called creeks.

Creeks.   See Muskhogeans.

Creeper.   See Climbing  Plants.

Creepers (Certhiidse). a family of passer-
ine birds, who spend most of their lives
creeping up and around the trunks of trees
and over rocks. The bill is long and de-
curved; the plumage usually a soft incon-
spicuous brown; the tail short and squaie, in
some species; long and pointed, with stiff
feathers, in others.

Creesj North American Indians of Algon-
quin stock and speech. They live chiefly in
Manitoba and in Northwest Territory. They
are closely related to the Chippewa in lan-
guage and customs.

Creighton, Mandfell (1843-1901), English
clergyman and historian, visited the United
States in 1886, where he represented Em-
manuel College, Cambridge, at the 25oth an-
niversary celebration of Harvard University.
A broad-minded, tactful and charming per-
sonality made him an outstanding figure in Ms
time. His writings, which are of high rank, in-
clude Simon de Montfort (1876) ; Age of
Elizabeth (1876); Cardinal Wolsey (1888);
History of the Papacy (6 vols. 1882-1894), a
monumental work of accurate scholarship
and impartial treatment; Queen Elizabeth
(1896); Thoughts on Education (1902).

Creighton University, a Roman Catholic
institution of learning at Omaha, Neb.j char-
tered in 1878 and named for its founder. The
college was founded and has been maintained
as a free institution.

Crelinger, Atigwste (1795-1865), Ger-
man actress, made her debut in 1812, and
became one of the leading tragediennes of

the day  She also excelled in comedy and en-
, joyed great popularity.
Cremation, the piocess of disposing of the
1 bodies of the dead by reducing them to ashes.
Many of the American Indian tribes burned
1 their dead   Cremation was the general prac-
' tice of  the civilized \\orld previous to the
, time of  Christ.  Egypt,   China,   and   Judaea
| were exceptions to this rule, and, in the case
I of each, the belief in the resuirection of the
' body was undoubtedly the cause of their re-
! sorting to embalming and burial instead of
I burning.   In   Greece   only   suicides,   people
j struck by lightning and infants were denied
I the right of cremation. In Rome the prac-
I tice persisted through four centuries of the
| empire. With the spread of Christianity, It
was slowly supplanted by the Christian rite
of burial. It is said that Charlemagne, in or-
der to stamp out cremation, punished the act
with death. It is still practised in India and
among some other Oriental nations.
In Great Britain cremation was discussed
as early as 1658, when Sir Thomas Browne
published his quaint treatise, entitled Hydri-
otaphia or Urn Burial. In 1874, Sir Henry
Thompson put forward in the Contemporary
Review a strong argument for cremation on
the ground that it wras a necessary sanitary
precaution against the propagation of dis-
ease. The outcome of this article was the
formation of the Cremation Society of Eng-
land, which promptly erected a furnace at
Woking. But, on account of legal obstacles,
no cremation was carried out until 1885.
Since that date the annual number of crema-
tions has steadily increased in England. And
throughout Euiope there has been a steady
growth in legalization and practice of crema-
tion. In the United States the first crematory
was built at Washington, Pa., in 1876, and
here, during the next seven years, 25 crema-
tions were performed. In 1881 another and
much more pretentious crematory was built
in what is now a part of New York City.
The movement has grown steadily and by
1930 there were crematories in most of the
larger cities. Modern cremation is an alto-
gether different process from that which ex-
isted among the ancients. The slow-burning
pile of wood in the open air has been super-
seded by the rapidly-acting furnace of high
temperature. There is no flame, no smoke,
no odor; only from 4 to 6 pounds of white
mineral residue of the body remains. The
time required for incineration is from 50 to
So minutes. The residue is then olaced in a